Increased incidence of antismooth muscle antibody in Korean vitiligo patients.
To evaluate the incidence of autoimmune disorders and organ-specific autoantibodies in Korean vitiligo patients, antibodies to nuclear, mitochondrial, smooth muscle, gastric parietal cell, thyroglobulin, and microsomal antigens were screened in 226 vitiligo patients and 120 controls. Of the 226 vitiligo patients, three (1.3%) had thyrotoxicosis and two (0.8%) had diabetes mellitus. The vitiligo patients had an increased incidence of antinuclear (12.4%), antimicrosomal (7.1%), and antismooth muscle antibodies (25.7%). The increased incidence of antismooth muscle antibody was correlated with early onset (less than 15 years), a positive family history of vitiligo, and long duration of vitiligo. These results support an autoimmune origin of vitiligo and suggest that the high incidence of antismooth muscle antibody is a distinctive feature of laboratory findings in Korean vitiligo patients.